
Artist: a profession (?)

Income

BREAK IN CASE OF EMERGENCY!

Self- employment

Fees

What is the 
current legal 
status of the 

profession "artist" 
in Switzerland? 

Permits

Contracts Examples Work contract for Public Art projects/comissions

Visarte's guidelines on artist fees

Wages for Wages Against

Visarte Basel

Forbergstiftung
The Forberg Foundation supports professional cultural workers who are in acute personal 
need. To bridge the emergency, it can grant financial contributions. In addition, the Forberg 
Foundation also provides artists with a counseling service.
SOURCE: Visarte

The profession of 
artist is not a 

protected job title 
in Switzerland, but 

it is not without 
protection.

SOURCE: Visarte

Difficulties for non- EU/EFTA cultural workers

https://www.srf.ch/kultur/kunst/
beruf- kuenstler- auf- unsere- 
studierenden- passt- keine- 

stellenbeschreibung
SOURCE: SRF

Visarte

AIAP

Professional Associations

https://www.sgbk.ch/

https://wagesforwagesagainst.org/

DE

Do you receive 
more than 

2300 CHF per 
year from 
freelance 

work?

You need to register 
as self- employed at 
the Ausgleichskasse 
of the canton where 

you work Yes

You don't need to 
register at the 

Ausgleichskasse
as self- employed

No

Do you 
receive more 
than 100000 
CHF per year 
from freelance 

work?

You have to pay VAT 
and register a 

company
Yes

You don't have to 
pay VAT or register a 

company

No

https://www.lab- of- arts.com/

"Problemanalyse im Visumverfahren für Kulturschaffende aus Drittstaaten" 2019 
SOURCE: Schweizer Koalition für die kulturelle Vielfalt

DE, 
FR, IT

DE, FR, 
IT

DE

DE, 
FR, IT

EN, 
FR

Ausgleichskasse 
Basel- Stadt:
https://ak- 

bs.ch/selbstandige/an
meldung/abgrenzungs

kriterien/

DE

DE

http://rightsinthearts.org/

Legal support

Financial support

Rights in the Arts

ProLitteris (copyright law)

Lawyers and associations specialized in art rights

Unterstützungsfonds für schweizerische bildende Künstler

Suisseculture Sociale

Stiftung für Künstler*innen in NOT

Visarte legal advice (only for members)

Visarte tax advice (only for members)

Visarte supporting funds
What 

documents 
do you need?

Documents proving your self- employment (e.g. 
lease agreement for work premises, receipts of 

orders, invoices for investments made, 
employment contracts, company documentation, 

business cards, price lists, etc.)

SOURCE: https://ak- bs.ch/selbstandige/faq/

Are you Swiss, 
or a national of 

a EU/EFTA 
member state?

Yes

Special conditions 
apply to Non- 

Eu/EFTA nationals

SOURCE: Amt für 
Wirtschaft und 

Arbeit

No

Visarte also offers a fee calculator for freelancers. It's free for members of Visarte, non- 
members can use it for 30 CHF. If you're a non- member write to: office@visarte.ch 
SOURCE: Visarte

DE, 
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